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For the Attention of John Pateman-Gee 
 
 
Dear Mr Isbell  
           
Planning Application DC/17/06293 – Land to the north of Gracechurch Street, 
Debenham: Archaeology          
 
This site is an area of high archaeological potential given its topographic location sloping 
down to the River Deben on the north and based upon information recorded within the 
County Historic Environment Record. The cropmark of a ring ditch/circular feature is 
recorded within the site (DBN 029), at the eastern end. This may represent the remains of a 
prehistoric burial mound and therefore has the potential to be associated with human burials, 
however, the field within which this feature is located is called 'The Butts' and so this may be 
a feature of medieval date associated with an archery practice site. A large scatter of 
medieval/late Saxon and Roman pottery is recorded from within the site, potentially indicating 
occupation, and metal finds from medieval and later periods are also recorded (DBN 096). 
Further scatters of prehistoric, Roman, Anglo Saxon, medieval and post medieval finds are 
also recorded from fields surrounding the proposed development area (DBN 002, 003, 067, 
068, 091, 092, 093,112, 126). A geophysical survey undertaken at the site has identified 
several anomalies of potential archaeological origin. However, this proposed development 
area has not been ground-truthed through systematic trial trenched evaluation and as a 
result there is there is high potential for additional previously unrecorded heritage assets to 
survive. The proposed development would have a direct impact upon heritage assets as the 
planned works will damage or destroy any surviving remains which do exist within the site.  
         
Given the high potential, lack of previous investigation and large size of the proposed 
development area, I recommend that, in order to establish the full archaeological implications 
of this area and the suitability of the site for the development, the applicant should be 
required to provide for an archaeological evaluation of the site prior to the determination of 
any planning application submitted for this site, to allow for preservation in situ of any sites of 
national importance that might be defined (and which are still currently unknown). This large 
area cannot be assessed or approved in our view until a full archaeological evaluation has 
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been undertaken, and the results of this work will enable us to accurately quantify the 
archaeological resource (both in quality and extent). This is in accordance with paragraphs 
128 and 129 of the National Planning Policy Framework and is consistent with the advice 
provided to the developer during pre-application discussions.  
 
Decisions on the suitability of the site, and also the need for, and scope of, any further work 
should below-ground heritage assets of significance be identified, will be based upon the 
results of the evaluation. 
 
In order to establish the archaeological potential of the proposed development area, we 
would advise that a systematic trial trenched evaluation should be required for this site. The 
results of the evaluation should be presented as part of this planning application, along with a 
detailed strategy for further investigation and appropriate mitigation. The results should 
inform the development to ensure preservation in situ of any previously unknown nationally 
important heritage assets within the development area. 
 
The Conservation Team of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service would be 
pleased to offer guidance on the archaeological work required and will, on request, provide a 
brief for each stage of the archaeological investigation.  
 
Further details on our advisory services and charges can be found on our website: 
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/archaeology/  
 
Do let us know if you require any further information. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Rachael Abraham 
 

Senior Archaeological Officer 
Conservation Team 
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